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Introduction 
 

Co-creation approaches are key to be efficient and with this in mind, the PentaHelix project 

promoted initiatives to facilitate the involvement of relevant and diverse actors in the process 

of the development and implementation of sustainable energy and climate action plans – 

SECAPs, with the ambitious objective of concretely contributing to the fight against the 

climate change. 

In this framework PentaHelix organized national stakeholder consultation workshops in five 

different countries, namely Croatia, Norway, Belgium, Latvia and Spain. Those workshops 

were embedded – whether possible – in other national or international event to enhance the 

opportunities of creating synergies and establishing partnerships. 

The events targeted a diversity of stakeholders, including regional and local authorities, 

researcher communities, non-governmental organizations, citizens, and business actors in 

order to encourage the establishment of multi-stakeholder and public-private partnerships 

with the aim to foster the processes that bring towards the planning and implementation of 

SECAPs and the adoption of a renewed thinking and approach on climate change. 

Furthermore, a final event was organized in collaboration with the Covenant of Mayors for 

Climate & Energy – Europe and the H2020 project C-Track 50. Under the topic “Get Ready for 

2050” the event was spread across three online sessions where local/regional public 

authorities and their stakeholders animated the debate around how to build effective 

collaboration processes, how to (successfully) plan for the future, and how to finance climate 

and energy plans.  

In addition to this, meetings to enhance the engagement of local, regional, national, and EU 

level political representatives were promoted to ensure the participation of all relevant actors 

as well as the dialogue between  the different stakeholders. 

  



 
  
 

[Type here] 
 

                        

 
 

 

                           
www.pentahelix.eu 

@pentahelix_eu 
 

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020  research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement No. 784994 

 

Project background  
 

The PentaHelix project focused on developing and testing a new approach for integrating 

multi-governance planning for sustainable energy, both horizontal and vertical, together with 

close interaction with key stakeholders in energy efficiency and sustainable energy solutions. 

Here, integrated development focuses on five different stakeholder groups, who constitute 

the PentaHelix pillars:  

• Public authorities (local, regional, national and international);  

• Industry (and businesses such as SMEs, farmers, trade etc);  

• Academia (research and educational institutes);  

• NGOs (associations, interest organisations, etc);  

• Citizens (house owners, car owners, commuters etc).  

Representatives of the PentaHelix pillars constitute the task force groups, that serve as a 

driver for a wider scope of the Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plans (SECAPs), as well 

as bringing in valuable insights and identification of potential measures, system solutions and 

a better understanding of drivers and barriers for a more sustainable society as a whole, in 

each specific region. The approach is developed and tested in Belgium, Croatia, Latvia, 

Norway, and Spain, which enabled its validation across a wide set of different economic, 

climate, social and political conditions.  

Furthermore, the project developed a peer-to-peer online platform for SECAP development 

that can be used by multiple public authorities in joint planning and implementation. This 

enables the integration of different administrative levels and geographical planning areas as 

well as enhance the cost efficiency in the entire planning and implementation process based 

on economy of scale and closer cooperation and exchange.  

 

Scope of the event report 
 

This report is meant to offer an overview of the events organized in the framework of the 

PentaHelix implementation to ensure the engagement of all relevant actors that can 

contribute to the adoption of SECAPs and play a role in the global fight against the climate 

change. 

 

 

 



 
  
 

[Type here] 
 

                        

 
 

 

                           
www.pentahelix.eu 

@pentahelix_eu 
 

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020  research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement No. 784994 

 

The National Stakeholder Consultation Workshops 
 

BELGIUM 
 

A series of three events was organized by the Belgian partner IGEMO. 

The first workshop held on the 7th of March 2021 was embedded in a larger event, the 

Regional Stakeholder Summit for the Mechelen Region (Staten-Regionaal Rivierenland). The 

event was hosted in the Cultural Centre of Mechelen and attracted about 150 participants 

who had the possibility to attend two different workshops, one of which was focused on 

Climate Solutions and took benefit from the expertise of Pieter Boussemaere, a well-known 

lecturer on climate at Vives University college in Bruges.  

 

Figure 1 - Picture from the 1st workshop organized in Belgium 

 

The workshop aimed at laying the foundation for higher climate ambitions amongst 

stakeholders in the wide Mechelen region. The 44 attendees actively participated in a session 

focused on two main items: 

• The PentaHelix methodology and the need to involve all relevant stakeholders in 

tackling climate issues, with a focus on IGEMO’s role and plans in forging a Local 

Climate Pact with municipalities and stakeholders.  

• The sense of urgency of the climate challenge that we all face, as well as the already 

existing solutions and the ones that can be found and adopted on a larger scale.  

On the 24th of February an online workshop on ‘Bike sharing as a climate solution’ was 

organized in collaboration with the MOVE project (funded by the Interreg North-Sea Region). 

Based on the data which show that transport is a growing source of CO2 emissions in Belgium, 

the regional Mobility Council (Vervoerregioraad) of the Mechelen Region is setting up an 
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ambitious bike sharing scheme as a way of reducing transport emissions in this densely 

populated area.  

 

 

Figure 2 - Print screen of the second workshop organized in Belgium 

 

These schemes can only be successful if both citizens, companies, governments, etc. adopt 

them into their everyday mobility practice.  

Based on this IGEMO promoted this second workshop which attracted stakeholders who 

debated around: 

• how bike-sharing has a high potential in reducing transport emissions, as highlighted 

by the president of the regional Mobility Council Mechelen 

• how to successfully implement bike-sharing schemes, as shared by WVI, partner of the 

PentaHelix project, which reported the experience of the Westhoek-region. 

Moreover, the president of TreinTramBus, an NGO representing citizens using public 

transport, explained which factors contribute to a successful bike-sharing solution 

from a citizens’ point of view.  Pfizer, representing the private sector, shared the 

successful bike-sharing scheme implemented in their company and gave insight on 

issues to consider from that angle. Finally, Fietsberaad Vlaanderen, a Flemish 

government agency focussing on cycling policy in general, offered insight on the 

importance of high-quality parking space for shared bikes, to increase the willingness 

of customers to actually use them.  

The interaction between speakers and attendees and the sharing of different perspectives 

and points of view was a way to make the PentaHelix methodology a concrete one. 
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This final session – held online on the 3rd of June 2021 - took a closer look on means to realise 

climate ambitions between the PentaHelix pillars, focusing specifically on European Grants as 

a way of financing local climate projects.  

This session was particularly relevant to the 50 attendees as it offered an overview of the 

main themes and sectors that will be viable for European projects and grants in the new multi-

annual framework. The province gave some insights on what the different EU programmes 

have to offer and which exact climate-related topics they target. But it was not theory only, 

IGEMO shared practical insights on what stakeholders need to take into consideration when 

joining or setting up a European project, how to find the right programme or consortium, the 

main challenges and success factors. Participants were given a hands-on guide to the do’s and 

don’ts of a European grant project. 

To give a concrete example, the Norwegian project partner Viken County was also invited to 

offer a testimonial on the reasons why they joined the PentaHelix project and how they 

manage to realise their very ambitious climate goals by making optimal use of European 

grants.  

Attendees have the chance to share their project ideas in breakout rooms which gathered 

them under different topics, namely ‘housing, building and renovation’, ‘climate 

communication and participation’, ‘sustainable enterprise’, ‘blue and green networks’, 

‘transport and mobility’ and ‘renewable energy’. This was particularly appreciated as it 

represented a real possibility for networking and idea sharing that has a high potential to 

results in new collaborations between different actors. 
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CROATIA  
 

Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, the PentaHelix project coordinator UNIZAG FSB 

organised an online workshop titled “Local development for a better climate”. From the 17th 

of June to the 1st of July 2020 three different webinars on “Systematic energy and climate 

planning” (held on the 17th of June 2020), “Financing of measures in the next programming 

period” (held on the 24th of June 2020), “Local community adaptation to climate change” 

(held on the 1st of July 2020) were the occasion to answer three main questions: 

• How to improve energy and climate planning at the local level? 

• How to prepare for the new funding cycle? 

• What impacts of climate changes are the most present in Croatia so far, and what will 

be in the future? How do we adapt to present impacts of climate changes? 

National Stakeholder Consultation Workshops was organised in collaboration with 

COMPETE4SECAP and IMPLEMENT project, as well as associated project C-Track 50. 

 

 

Associated project: 

 

Key note speaker of the online workshop was dr.sc .Julije Domac (President of the Federation 

of Regions and Energy Agencies- FEDARENE), who hold an inspiring speech on how planning 

and implementation of SECAPs IS done in different countries. 

In total, 89 participants joined the workshops, from all five pillars of the PentaHelix approach. 

Each workshop was organised into two parts. In the first part, speakers held presentations, 

while in the second part the panel discussion was organised on the webinar dedicated topic.  

The panel discussion raised several interesting considerations, highlighted challenges and 

offered possible solutions, as summarized in the following takeaways: 

• Spatial planning should be connected to energy-climate planning on a local level 

• Multidisciplinary is stressed more time as a foundation for the systematic planning of 

adaptation measures, meaning more stakeholders have to be involved in the 

participation process 
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• The transport sector is left behind in the terms of measures and CO2 cuts 

• The health sector has to be involved in the climate change adaptation planning and 

measures (e.g. supporting IT tools with meteorological data and environment 

indicators – air quality, water quality, pollen level, etc.) 

• Focus for the next round of energy renovation should be holistic, with specific 

objectives such as longer building lifetime, less building generated waste, less energy 

consumption, safe and healthy environment.   

• Citizens in Croatia are interested in crowd investing for RES projects 

• Citizens energy community should be legally defined and introduced, helping the local 

authorities and citizens to be part of the energy transition 

• Adaptation to climate changes is an approach that admits the irreversibility of 

changes, but it does not exclude the mitigation measures, but rather complementing 

it. Our efforts to reduce emissions and to protect the environment should be the basis 

for future “green” development. 

• Strategy for the adaptation to climate changes in Croatia is adopted for the period of 

2014 - 2070. With the list of sectoral measures, such as horizontal ones. The task of 

the implementing bodies is to translate some obligations to local and regional 

administration in terms of planning, implementation and reporting, but also to secure 

the co-financing. 

• A participatory approach is crucial for the adaptation measures, such as for mitigation 

measures in the SECAP development. Adaptation measures are covering a wide 

spectrum of measures from various sectors: agriculture and forestry, tourism, water 

management, transport, energy therefore good analysis should include inputs from 

representatives of public institutions, private sector and civil society organizations. 

 

Figure 3 - Participants of the 1st panel organized in Croatia 
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Recordings 
 

The three sessions have been recorded and are available (in Croatian only) at the following 

links: 

• Systematic energy and climate planning - https://youtu.be/8n8fGSKcIyg 

• Financing of measures in the next programming period - 

https://youtu.be/AQ0SZoPQAFg 

• Local community adaptation to climate change - https://youtu.be/ovpK3LZ2Oy4 

  

https://youtu.be/8n8fGSKcIyg
https://youtu.be/AQ0SZoPQAFg
https://youtu.be/ovpK3LZ2Oy4
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LATVIA 
 

The National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop in Latvia was organized on the 26th of 

February 2021 by Zemgale Regional Energy Agency (ZREA) in collaboration with  Riga Energy 

Agency (REA).  REA  presented its EU project Atelier, within which Riga city develops their 

SECAP.  By joint efforts it was possible to attract about 100 stakeholders,  have a more visible 

say on energy planning.and implementation of energy plans in Latvia, to exploit more 

synergies and develop partnerships. 

 

The session – held online because of the pandemic restrictions - was attended by 85 

stakeholders, including presenters/panellists. In addition, the session was streamed on 

youtube and this allowed it to reach 103 participants in total representing 19 municipalities 

and 4 countries.  

The first part was international – to serve as international inspiration campaign - promoting 

both the planning and implementation of SE(C)APs and novel thinking on climate changes, 

the second part included national level speakers on energy and climate policies, the 

actualities on how the climate neutrality is to be achieved from the point of national level, 

including the information on PPP - strategic public-private partnerships. The third part of the 

event included regional speakers. The invitations were sent to the most municipalities of 

Latvia, industrial networks, regional development agencies, universities, NGOs and policy 

makers to foster contacts between industrial, research communities and regional or national 

authorities.  

Presentations focused on the European best practices on how the planning and 

implementation of SE(C)APs are done in different countries - main measures, success stories, 



 
  
 

[Type here] 
 

                        

 
 

 

                           
www.pentahelix.eu 

@pentahelix_eu 
 

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020  research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement No. 784994 

 

mega projects - in Norway, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia – in Riga, Zemgale region and Vidzeme 

region. The presentations and the questions&answers included the most efficient measures 

within SE(C)APs recommended for application in Latvia and gave insight into sustainable 

planning of climate and energy in other countries to inspire the involved. 

 

 

Figure 4 - Print screen of the workshop held in Latvia 

The session was particularly appreciated by the attending stakeholders who positively 

evaluated the workshop as it provided very thorough and valuable information especially at 

the specific moment, when energy and climate questions in the light of the transition to 

climate neutrality in 2050 and the ambitious targets for 2030 have been set. 

 

Recordings 
 

The video recording of the Latvia National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop is available at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgoE7ozojQ6cyuoUe-Xz7A 

The presentations of the workshop are available at 

https://www.zrea.lv/lv/jaunumi_5/26.februara_vebinara_cela_uz_klimatneitralitati_ierakst

s_un_prezentacijas_3233/ 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgoE7ozojQ6cyuoUe-Xz7A
https://www.zrea.lv/lv/jaunumi_5/26.februara_vebinara_cela_uz_klimatneitralitati_ieraksts_un_prezentacijas_3233/
https://www.zrea.lv/lv/jaunumi_5/26.februara_vebinara_cela_uz_klimatneitralitati_ieraksts_un_prezentacijas_3233/
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NORWAY 

 

On the 9th of December 2020, Viken hosted a national stakeholder workshop as part of a 

National Conference on Climate Partnerships in Norway.  

Due to the pandemic, and to allow participants from all over the country to participate, the 

event took place online. It attracted more than 400 participants who could listen to inspiring 

speeches covering the transition towards renewable energy in the transport sector  and 

industry, insights on how both municipalities and industry can use climate budgets to reach 

goals,  and green growth for an healthy economy. 

 

Figure 5 - Pictures of the conference held in Norway 

The conference focused on climate measures and how the pillars of the PentaHelix can 

cooperate to implement more measures. A document bank of 100 measures was launched, 

and the minister of climate and environment received the climate budgets of a large number 

of task force members. Good examples of climate measures from all over the country and 

many different industries and pillars of the PentaHelix was presented, and all participants 

were urged to contribute to local SECAP development and implementation.  

The bank of measures have continued to grow, and at the end of the PentaHelix project, more 

than 160 different measures have been presented: https://klimapartnere.no/losninger/. 

 

 

Recordings 
 

The recording of the conference is available at https://vimeo.com/487792423/54cce67a05. 

  

https://klimapartnere.no/losninger/
https://vimeo.com/487792423/54cce67a05
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SPAIN 
 

The National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop in Spain was organized on the 26th of April 

2021 by EREN, the Castilla y León Regional Energy Agency in collaboration with APEA-

Diputación de Avila, Eneragen- Association of Spanish Agencies for Energy Management, 

ESCAN consulting (the National technical expert for the European City Facility in Spain), the 

General Directorate of Energy and Mining of Castilla y León Region and a Covenant of Mayor 

Secretariat. The General Director for Energy and Mining of Castilla y León Region introduced 

the beginning of the conference. 

During the session, held in Spanish, the representative from the Covenant of Mayor 

Secretariat shared the new CoM plan with the audience. The main focus was to present 

different tools to the municipalities for higher sustainability by:  

• applying the new guidelines of the CoM (55% emission’s reduction, neutrality and fair 

transition) 

• following the PentaHelix method to engage stakeholders from the early stages of a 

SECAP, as in Castilla y León pilots. 

 

The Chief of Energy Services from the DG of Energy and Mining of Castilla y León made a 

presentation on the type of projects that would be eligible for the European City Facility 2nd 

call and how to submit the application.  He also listed the subsidies that are currently open to 

municipal beneficiaries, and those foreseen in the coming months both at regional and 

national level. This was followed by a presentation of the new energy data hub as a source of 

electrical data aggregated at municipal level to be used for emission inventory, monitoring 

SECAPs, and for the photovoltaic consumption in municipalities.  

The session ended with a very fruitful Q&A. 

The session – held online because of the pandemic restrictions - was attended by 44 

stakeholders, including panellists. 
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Figure 6 - Print screen of the workshop online held in Spain 

The session was particularly appreciated by the attending stakeholders who positively evaluated the 

workshop as it was provided the most updated information by the CoM, the European City Facility , 

and available and future subsidies, a very valuable information especially at the specific moment, 

when energy and climate  questions is being the focus for municipalities for the coming period. 

 

Recordings 
 

The video recording of the Spanish National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop is available at EREN 

YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdb5u_5K22c 

The presentations of the workshop are available at: 

https://energia.jcyl.es/web/es/eren-europa-otros-foros/proyecto-pentahelix.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdb5u_5K22c
https://energia.jcyl.es/web/es/eren-europa-otros-foros/proyecto-pentahelix.html
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THE EU Final Conference 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic had an impact on scheduled events and brought to the awareness 

that other ways than physical events should have been considered. Based on this, and thanks 

to the effort of the project coordinator, the final event was organized in the framework of 

“Get Ready for 2050”, a unique joint initiative promoted by the Covenant of Mayors for 

Climate & Energy – Europe, C-Track 50 (an H2020 project) and PentaHelix.  

The event was meant to be a webinar series focused on the following topics: 

• How to build effective collaboration processes, held on the 20th of May 2021 

• How to successfully plan for the future, held on the 27th of May 2021 

• How to finance climate and energy plans, held on the 1st of June 2021 

The webinars took benefit from the expertise of a diversity of stakeholders, including experts 

from the European Commission and the European Investment Bank and attracted more than 

200 participants representing local and regional authorities, energy agencies, consultancies, 

academia and networks.  

A wide variety of topics were presented in the plenary sessions and then explored in detail in 

different breakout rooms where speakers and participants brainstormed around regional 

support to municipalities, carbon neutrality planning, adaptation, joint SECAPs, EPC, energy 

communities, crowdfunding, etc. by identifying challenges, solutions as well as the 

approaches adopted in the different EU countries.  

 

 

Figure 7 - Print screen of the EU final conference 
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Figure 8 - Print screen of the EU final conference 

The PentaHelix project shared the methodology developed and implemented as well as the 

partial results reached. A focus on SECAPs development enabled a very fruitful conversation 

among participants from all over Europe and all agreed on the fact the barriers to the SECAPs 

by municipalities are many and diverse. In addition to financial barriers, there are many other 

obstacles that municipalities need to carefully take into account includinglack of knowledge, 

lack of staff and lack of possibilities to do things. The participants agreed that  on the one 

hand a multistakeholder collaboration is important to meet the change, but also that is crucial 

to invest time and resource in a paradigm shift that put the climate change at the top of the 

agenda of all actors and the main mean to do this is to involve in the process children because 

young generations care about the future and will play a fundamental role in avoiding that 

climate issues are jeopardized. 

On top of that, the webinar series was a unique occasion to exchange views, share ideas and 

plant the roots for potential new collaborations. 
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Recordings 
 

It is possible to access the three sessions’ recordings and speakers’ presentation on the 

following pages: 

• How to build effective collaboration processes - https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-

ready-for-2050-how-to-build-effective-collaboration-processes/  

• How to successfully plan for the future - https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-

2050-how-to-successfully-plan-for-the-future/  

• How to finance climate and energy plans - https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-

for-2050-how-to-finance-climate-and-energy-plans/ . 

 

  

https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-build-effective-collaboration-processes/
https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-build-effective-collaboration-processes/
https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-successfully-plan-for-the-future/
https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-successfully-plan-for-the-future/
https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-finance-climate-and-energy-plans/
https://fedarene.org/webinar/get-ready-for-2050-how-to-finance-climate-and-energy-plans/
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Political engagement events with the Members of the European 

Parliament 
 

The PentaHelix method can be successful only if all relevant actors are involved in the co-

creation and decision processes. In order to ensure policymakers’ active participation, CAN 

Europe – partner of the PentaHelix project - organised and delivered political engagement 

events with Members of the European Parliament, representatives of the European 

Commission, relevant climate and energy attachés to EU governments and with a range of 

stakeholders including regional, municipality and city representatives, energy agencies, 

NGOs, academic institutions and businesses. This has provided EU and regional political 

context and input to the consortium to support better understanding of the vertical 

integration of climate and energy policies. Furthermore, it has worked to link the project with 

other EU projects and to disseminate knowledge on barriers and opportunities faced in 

implementing the project.  

 

On the 25th September 2019 the “MEP Breakfast Roundtable” hosted MEP Sean Kelly, Group 
of the European People’s Party, Committee on Industry, Research and Energy and Mr. Peter 
Schmidt, President of the Sustainable Observatory. The initiative was organized jointly with 
ECOLISE and the European Economics and Social Committee (EESC) and focused on how 
citizens and communities contribute to sustainable transformative change, preserving natural 
resources and biodiversity, creating a fairer and more equitable society, and particularly on 
how to better align community-led initiatives and the EU’s Long Term Strategy. 
 
Questions were asked of political representatives about the role of municipalities in delivering 
transformative change and about how barriers can be lessened by support from the EU, whilst 
strengthening the enhancement of opportunities at the local level.  
 
The event was particularly engaging with a broad range of stakeholders present with diverse 
views expressed on responsibilities for driving action.  
 
A second event on "Barriers and Opportunities for Deepening our Impact at the Local and 
Regional Level" was organizen on the 22nd of June 2020 and took benefit from the 
participation of three political representatives:  

• MEP Ville Niinistö, Group of the Greens,  Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety 

• MEP Niklas Nienass, Group of the Greens, Committee on Regional Development  

• Anne Beathe K. Tvinnereim, Norwegian Regional Minister for Climate and 

Environment  

 
The event was held online and focused on two specific topics pertinent to the PentaHelix 
project: firstly, the development of Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plans, and 
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secondly, what opportunities and barriers to municipalities being leaders in climate action 
are participants experiencing.  
 
The event was attended by participants from the PentaHelix consortium and Unify project 
and offered a more intimate setting for exchanging directly with two MEPs working on two 
relevant European Parliament committees.  
 
The presence of Anne Beathe K. Tvinnereim, Norwegian Regional Minister for Climate and 

Environment, was of real value, both to the depth of the discussion as she provided 

interesting examples from a non-EU setting, and to contrast the experiences of the two other 

guests.  

Participants had the opportunity to work in breakout rooms  and this was considered of 

added value as it enables attendeed to deep-dive on specific issues of SECAPs and barriers 

& opportunities with key MEPs and decisionmakers.  

 

On the 8th of December 2020 an online session titled “What are the most important energy 

and climate topics the European Parliament will work around in the coming months? How can 

actors engage with MEPs around them to strengthen the joint impact?” was organized at the 

presence of: 

 

• Sylwia Spurek, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/European Free Alliance 

• Petros Kokkalis, Member of the European Parliament, GUE/NGL 

• Martin Hojsík, Member of the European Parliament, Renew 

 

The meeting gave participants an insight into what key pieces of legislation were upcoming 

and how MEPs intended to approach them. This was an insightful session as it shed light on 

the difficulties MEPs face in particular groups in the European Parliament when trying to push 

for higher ambition in climate and energy policy. MEPs were very open in the discussion on 

how stakeholders can engage with them and work to strengthen joint impact on climate and 

energy policy. This was particularly appreciated by the audience. 

 

“Exchange about opportunities for improving and maximising the energy efficiency of EU 

buildings” was the title of the event held on the 9th December 2020. The political 

representatives present was Ciarán Cuffe, Member of the European Parliament (Group of the 

Greens/European Free Alliance), Committee on Industry, Research and Energy who led the 

session in an extremely open manner giving participants freedom to exchange on issues in 

their own national contexts with one another, providing a space for a rich discussion. 

 

The meeting was an invite only and targeted meeting focusing on  minimum energy 

performance standards of buildings and the key issues of energy poverty.  Participants 

discussed the ways that stakeholders can contribute to the progressive energy policies and 

measures in Europe, with a particular focus on the regions of Central and Eastern Europe, and 

Southern and Eastern Europe.  
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On 5th July 2021 political representatives Elena Visnar-Malinovska, DGCLIMA, Head of Climate 

Adaptation Unit; Jutta Paulus, Green, Member of European Parliament, ENVI Committee; 

Thibaut Maraquin, Representative for the Covenant of Mayors animated the session “Climate 

Action Roundtable: Raising ambition in turbulent times”. 

 

This meeting which brought together the Unify and PentaHelix projects aimed to bring 
together municipalities, local stakeholders, NGOs and decision makers into open discussion  
to strengthen understanding on the obstacles and opportunities towards enhanced and near-
term action at the local level towards our collective future.  
This Climate Action Roundtable had a specific focus on the European Green Deal and Fit 4-
55% Package as the legislative package was coming out from the European Commission the 
next day. Having Elena Visnar-Malinovska there to represent the Commission’s perspective 
was a really insightful experience for the participants.  
Questions were raised on what the EU institutions can offer municipalities and stakeholders 
to implement climate measures at the local level, and the opportunities and barriers that are 
experienced at the municipal level to maximise these new developments in the EU’s energy 
and climate legislative framework.  
 
The last event on “Barriers to the Implementation of the Green Deal” was held on the 16th 
September 2021. 
This was an invitation only meeting with representatives of various EU governments and took 
benefit from the participation of many political representatives:  
 

• Yvon Slingenberg,  Director in DG Climate Action of the European Commission 

• Laetitia Hovine, France, Climate Attaché 

• Silke Karcher and Eva Kracht, Germany,  Climate Attaché 

• Jurgen Schneider, Austria, Climate Attaché 

• Leena Yla-Mononen and Paula Perala, Finland, Climate Attaché 

• Niels Redeker and Ralph Brieskorn, The Netherlands, Climate Attaché 

• Johan Gannedahl, Sweden, Climate Attaché 

• Christian Stenberg and Susanne Bo Christensen, Denmark, Climate Attaché   

• Vera Estefania Gonzalez, Spain, Climate Attaché 

 

The event discussed barriers to implementation of the green deal, where a lot of concern was 

raised on the negative reception, also at local level of increased action and the transition 

needed, and where CAN Europe presented the main findings of the PentaHelix project.  

Experts from the capitals of 'progressive' Member States (and the Commission) exchanged 

experiences with NGO representatives on the dynamics between EU and key climate policy 

processes impacting on implementation at the local and municipal level.  

There was rich discussion on the barriers governments are facing in convincing the general 

public of the need to accelerate the transition, and key issues within the legislation that 

national representatives felt were likely to have adverse consequences in their specific 

national contexts.  
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CAN Europe presented their own analysis of the development of the European Green Deal 

with a specific focus on experiences from the ground in implementing SECAPs in various 

countries in the European Union.  

Overall, the positions were well received and opened intense discussion on the prospects of 

furthering the climate ambition level in the EU in the short-term, particularly in relation to 

financing national, regional and local transitions properly.  
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ANNEXES 
 

This section includes the available agendas. 

Agenda Systematic energy and climate planning (organised 17.6.2020 in Croatia) 

Time Subject Speaker 

10:00 h Opening and greetings from the organization 
board 

Ana Tešija (DOOR), Ana Lovrak 
(UNIZAG FSB), Tomislav Novosel 
(REGEA) 

10:05 h Introduction – Sustainable development from 
energy and climate perspective  

Julije Domac, president of 
FEDARENE 

10:15 h Tools for the energy and climate planning in the 
Cities, SECAP, ISO50001, EEA  
Presentation of PentaHelix, COMPETE4SECAP, 
Implement and C-Track 50 project 

Tomislav Novosel, REGEA 

10:35 Links between spatial planning of cities and 
energy and climate planning 

Nives Mornar, City of Zagreb, 
Institution for spatial planning   

10:45 Local energy and climate planning- Experiences 
of the City of Zagreb and a view towards 2030 & 
2050 

Ivan Ivanković, City of Zagreb, 
Department for economy, energy 
and environment protection 

10:55 The impact of climate change on health Matijana Jergović, Teaching 
Institute of Public Health 

11:05 Examples of energy and climate planning in 
Europe and an academic approach to the energy 
and climate planning 

Ana Lovrak, Faculty of Mechanical 
Engineering and Naval 
Architecture 
 

11:15 PANEL DISCUSSION and Q&A – Integrated energy 
and climate planning 

Moderation: Tomislav Novosel, 
REGEA 

12:10 h Closing Tomislav Novosel, REGEA 
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Agenda Financing of measures in the next programming period (organised 24.6.2020 in Croatia) 

Time Subject Speaker 

09:00 h Opening and greetings from the organization 
board 

Ana Lovrak, UNIZAG FSB 

09:05 h Conclusions from the previous session Ana Tešija, DOOR 

09:25 h Financing sources for energy and climate 
measures implementation  

Ana Lovrak, UNIZAG FSB 

09:35 Financing of measures in the next 
programming period (2021-2030) 

Ines Androić Brajčić, Ministry of 
Construction and Physical 
Planning 

09:45 NextGeneration EU Miljenka Kuhar, DOOR 

09:55 Public-private partnership in the Republic of 
Croatia 

Ljerka Golubić Bregant, 
Ministry of economy, 
entrepreneurship and crafts ( 
Public Private Partnership Unit) 

10:05 The role of citizens in the Energy Transition Goran Čačić, Green energy 
cooperative – ZEZ 

10:15 PANEL DISCUSSION and Q&A – Financing 
possibilities in the next multiannual financial 
framework 

Moderator: Ana Lovrak, 
UNIZAG FSB 

 
Closing Ana Lovrak, UNIZAG FSB 

 

Agenda: Local community adaptation to climate change (organised 1.7.2020) 

Time Subject Speaker 

09:00 h Opening  Ana Tešija, DOOR 

09:05 h Conclusions from the previous session Ana Tešija, DOOR 

09:25 h Climate change adaptation – strategies and 
measures 

Danijel Rodik, DOOR 

09:35  Lidija Srnec, DHMZ, 
meteorological institute  

09:45  Sanja Slavica Matešić, Šibenik-
knin county, Dept for 
environment protection and 
communal affairs 

09:55  Miljenko Sedlar, REGEA, 

10:05  Tanja Herr, Fibran insulation 
materials production ltd. 

10:15 PANEL DISCUSSION and Q&A – Moderation: 
Daniel Rodik, DOOR 

Moderation: Daniel Rodik, 
DOOR 

11:10 h Closing  
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Agenda of the event organized in Latvia 
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Agenda of the National Conference on Climate Measures in Norway 

 

 

Translation:  

• Welcome, by Ruth Astrid Sæther 

• The green solution bank, and opening greeting about PentaHelix from green regions 
in front, by Ruth Astrid Sæter and Anne Beathe Tvinnereim, regional miniter of 
climate and environment, Viken 

• Completely electric – transport and building sites, by Stine Nygaard, leader of 
Klimapartnere Viken 

• Completely electric – at sea, by Anette Katrine Stave Severinsen, leader of 
Klimapartnere Agder 

• Climate budgets – are we stearing blindly, by Helene Frihammer, project leader 
Klimapartnere, and leader Klimapartnere Vestland 

• Mini debate and gifting of climate budgets, by Ruth Astrid Sæther, Minister of 
climate and environment Sveinung Rotevatn, and Inki Brown, product lead Emisoft 

• Fossil free energy 2030, by Line Bjørkli, leader Klimapartnere Troms 

• Circular purchases and value chains, by Christian Herheim, leader Klimapartnere 
Rogaland 

• Green competition – is it measurable? by Jon Ambrosius Svenningsen, Leader 
klimapartnere Trøndelag 

• Green Tinder for the private sector internationally, by Helene Friis, leader for “The 
Explorer”, Innovasjon Norge 

• Green Growth, a healthy economy for the 21th century, by Per Espen Stoknes, 
Professor, Politician and climate author. 
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Agenda of the final event “Get ready for 2050” 
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