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With a digital kick-off, 29 West Flemish cities and municipalities kicked off the route to a more 

climate-proof society. Together they focus local policy on the European climate goals 2030. 

 

The latest Climate Report from the RMI (Royal Meteorological Institute of Belgium) makes us face 

the facts: global warming is already happening. If we do not act, we will have to deal with even 

more heat waves that will also be more intense, with more drought and heavy rainfall by 2100. 

By signing the new Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, many West Flemish cities and 

municipalities shifted up a gear. The ambitions to combat further climate change are increased 

and how we should adapt to the climate change is included. 

 

Collaboration, a key to success 

Too often the climate debate is focused on what others can do better or must do first in order to 

get started or to take major steps forward. However, cooperation is crucial if we want to fulfill our 

commitments to establish a climate-proof society. Under the wings of WVI, 29 cities and 

municipalities are therefore committed to climate action within the European PentaHelix project, 

together with all actors. 

 

PentaHelix joins forces: work from your own strength  and that of others to achieve more and start 

together from the moment the climate plan is developped. WVI has gained experience in this 

process with the 8 pilot municipalities of “Klimaatoverleg Midwest”. Now we are going to work with 

the other 21 enthusiastic municipalities. Governments, the business world, knowledge institutions, 

NGOs and citizens meet in the planning process, build trust and establish partnerships to 

transform plans into actions in the field. 

 

Concrete results of the pilot group 

The Climate Plan 2030 for the 8 municipalities of Klimaatoverleg Midwest is completed. 

Collaboration is embedded in the action plan, as evidenced by a selection of the actions. The 

municipalities will create a climate checklist together in order to incorporate climate as a criterion 

in the decision making process, they will work together with stakeholders to inform and raise 

awareness about climate actions in a targeted manner and will promote their own exemplary role. 

To increase the renovation rate a network of partners is at hand. In the field of renewable energy, 

there has already been concrete exchange with energy cooperatives about how the support base 

can be increased and how citizens can actively participate in the energy transition. With regard 

to mobility, there is a strong exchange between the municipalities in relation to cycling policies 

and successful actions. 
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Digital kick-off 

During the event, WVI itself took the lead as a stakeholder by unveiling its transition paths. 

Afterwards, the focus was put on the results of the European PentaHelix project, the experiences 

of the pilot group Klimaatoverleg Midwest, the ambitions of the 21 new climate municipalities and 

the strength of the 5 groups of stakeholders. A digital toast to the ambitions sealed the 

collaboration.  

 

Follow the route on www.pentahelix.eu, www.wvi.be or the website of your climate municipality. 
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The PentaHelix-municipalities (WVI): 

 

• Lokaal klimaatbeleid Noord-West-Vlaanderen (Beernem, Blankenberge, Damme, 
Jabbeke, Knokke-Heist, Oostkamp, Torhout, Zedelgem, Zuienkerke) 

• Verbindingsgebied Kust-Houtland (De Haan, Ichtegem, Oudenburg) 

• Klimaatoverleg Midwest (Ingelmunster, Lichtervelde, Meulebeke, Moorslede, 
Oostrozebeke, Ruiselede, Tielt, Wingene) 

• Van Zee tot IJzer (Diksmuide, Koekelare, Koksijde, Kortemark, Langemark-
Poelkapelle, Lo-Reninge, Nieuwpoort, Veurne) 

• Hooglede 

 

http://www.pentahelix.eu/
http://www.wvi.be/

