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A few weeks before the corona virus interfered with life as we know it, the eight Belgian municipalities of 

‘Klimaatoverleg Midwest’ finalized the sustainable energy- and climate action plan 2030, which has been 

submitted to Europe in connection to the Covenant of Mayors 2030. The cities of Ingelmunster, Lichtervelde, 

Meulebeke, Moorslede, Oostrozebeke, Ruiselede, Tielt and Wingene are taking the lead in achieving 

concrete climate ambitions.  

 

The plan was developed by WVI as part of the European grant project ‘PentaHelix’, in which participation 

and co-ownership of climate actions are a priority. This made it possible to implement a participation 

trajectory (through climate panels and ownership sessions) in which governments, knowledge institutions, 

NGO’s, businesses and citizens contributed to the drawing up of the climate plan. In the implementation of 

concrete measures we will further build on this approach. By doing so, the project wants to achieve a 

supported action plan in which all stakeholders can name and take their responsibility.  

 

One year and a half after the singing of the Covenant of Mayors 2030 the Climate council Midwest has 

finalized its climate plan, in which the goals set by Europe (a reduction in CO2 emission of at least 40%, and 

increasing the resilience against the effects of climate change) are endorsed. The plan constructs a long-

term vision and takes concrete, but also more evasive actions in it. The implementation of the actions is 

starting right away. Here are two examples:  

 

- In order to consume less energy the municipalities invest in LED technology for public lighting. The 

traditional lighting is hereby replaced by energy efficient LED lighting that can be managed in a ‘smart’ 

way.  

- Each municipality, along with Logo Mid-West-Flanders, is working on a ‘local health plan for hot days’. 

This preventive action plan aims to protect the health of the citizens, prior to and during hot days. No 

unnecessary luxury if we look at the heatwaves of the last two years. The action plan describes how, by 

whom and when specific vulnerable target groups – and professionals that work with them – can be 

informed and warned, and which specific measures can be taken.  
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To draw up the climate plan the municipalities were assisted by WVI. It was also WVI that submitted the plan 

to the European Commission at the end of February. The Commission will now evaluate whether the plan 

meets the requirements. However, it goes without saying that the municipalities do not need to wait for the 

official approval to put the proposed measures into practice. They will keep on actively involving their 

stakeholders, so that they too can shape the specific actions on mobility, housing-, work- and living space.  

 

The European project PentaHelix receives a grant through the Horizon 2020 program for research and 

innovation in the European Union. Besides Belgium there are currently pilot projects running in Norway, 

Spain, Latvia and Croatia.  

 

 


